A Walk Round : Netherlee Church

Ormonde Avenue Glasgow G44 3SL

Our History

In  the late 19th
century the main road
from Glasgow to
Clarkston passed
through the rural
village of Netherlee.
The village was
surrounded by
farmland, with  the
Netherlee Print works o
providing work  for
many local residents &
sited east on the River
Cart; and Giffnock
Quarries 06 source of
the honey sandstone
used for many fine
Glasgow buildings o
doing likewise to the

west.

Prior to the First World War, the red sandstone terraces began to line Clarkston Road,
linking Muirend to Netherlee. It was not until the 1920s, probably due to building constraints
during the war, that the major expansion of terraced houses in Ormonde Avenue,
Ormonde Drive, Ormonde Crescent, Deanwood Drive and First Avenue took place. With

this surge in population came the need for a new church.

Discussions between the United Free Church and the Church of Scotland led to Netherlee
being assigned to the United Free Church. A site at the juncti on of Ormonde Avenue and
Ormonde Drive was secured in 1926, but lack of funds meant that building work could not
begin as planned. However, in February 1927, a fire at College and Kelvingrove Church
led to a donation of £15 ,000 going to Netherlee, allowing building to commence on a

church hall and offices.
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In January 1928, the Rev Thomas Currie became minister in charge, gathering support for

the new church by visiting homes in the district. Through his efforts, the congregation grew
rapidly. Services began in the new Hall Church, which was entered via an arched, south -
facing doorway. This doorway remained the link between the original halls and the current

church building until 1992, when further alterations took place to create our Welcome Hall.

On 28 April 1928, a provisional Kirk Session met, comprising Moderator, the Rev McCallum
Robertson, and six assessor elders appointed by the Presbytery. By the next Kirk Session

meeting in May, it was recorded that 22 people from 10 families had transferred to

Netherlee, and that there was 60 children in the Sunday School.

At a congregational meeting

on 7 November 1928, it was
agreed that a Committee of
Management  of twelve
members should be
appointed, along with a Kirk
Session of eight members.
Thirteen names were put
forward for election to this

first Kirk Session.

Net herl|l eeds first Session Clerk was a McKenz
Clerk to the Management Committee was Andrew Gow, who served for over 25 years.
However, it was not until 25 March 1973 that the first women elders 0 Euphemia Coutts,

May Donaldson, Irene Morton and May Russell 0 were ordained.

In 1929, the United Free Church amalgama ted with the Church of Scotland, and
Netherlee became a Church of Scotland parish . Fifteen months after the Hall Church
opened, Rev Currie was called to a church in Moffat. The congregation then called our

first minister, the Rev John Riddell, formerly of the High Church, Forres. Rev Riddell was
inducted on 19 September 1929. During his five year ministry, he greatly extended

membership of Netherlee Church to over 900 members.

In March 1933, the foundation stone of our main Church building was laid. The Ch urch we
have today, modern Gothic in design and built of Dumfriesshire sandstone, was formally

opened in June 1934, and the original Large and Small Halls reverted to being used for
Sunday School, Youth Organisations and the many social and community event s still

enjoyed in them today.
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Kirk House at 552
Clarkston Road was
acquired by the
Church in 1968.

| The meetings rooms
were used by both
Church and external

organisations until its

sale in January 2015.

The Glasgow Presbytery Plan led to Netherlee Church and Stamperland Church forming a
olinkage leading to union ¢ with the Service of Linkage taking place on Sunday 6t
September 2018 in the Netherlee sanctuary. This service also saw the introduction of Rev
Scott Blythe as minister at Netherlee following the retirement of Rev Tom Nelson. Fifteen
months later the Service of Union took place on Sunday 26 th January 2020, in the

Stamperland sanctuary, and Netherlee and Stamp erland Church was formed.

The Beginning

Although the site on which the Church
stands was secured in 1925 by the United
Free Church, it was only after a
considerable amount of work and fund
raising on the part of the new
congregation that the foundation stone,
situated at the right -hand side of the main
entrance, was laid in March 1933. The
congregation, however, had been in
existence and worshipping in the hall since
1928. In 1929, the United Free Chur ch and
the Church of Scotland had united and

Netherlee Church was opened in June Main Door on Ormonde Avenue
1934. The estimated cost was £13,900

The Church is of modern Gothic design and is built of red Dumfriesshire stone. Two Celtic
crosses can be seen outside at  either end of the roof and a carving of the Burning Bush,

the emblem of the Church of Scotland, can be seen over the main entrance.
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The Chancel

T h e n aCGhanceb 6is derived from the Latin word  oCancelli d6meaning lattice bars. This is
traditionally the eastern part of the Church reserved for the clergy, choir etc. In some
denominations the chancel may be separated from the body of the Kirk by some form of

trellised woodwork. There is no such separation in Netherlee and the chancel is situated at

the west end of the building.

The Communion Table isthe most important
item in the Chancel as communion with
Christ is central to the Christian faith and
signifies the covenant between God and
man. Along the front of the table can be
seen carvings, some of the items being
symbolic while others suggest passages
from the Bible. The symbols can also be
found throughout the Church on other
items. The vine leaf and grapes - for unity.
The grape provides us with wine with which
we celebrate Communion and, of course,
there is the great discourse in John Chapter

15 about the vine and the gardener. The lily

- for purity .

The Table Lectern on the communion table was presented by the 278th Glasgow
Company of the Boys Brigade to mark their Silver Jubilee in September 1960 . The
Hassocks which are used at most weddings  had their covers embroidered by a member

of the congregation. The stools  were gifted separately

The Reredos is a rear screen which sits traditionally behind an altar but as there are no
altars in the Protestant faith, the reredos is situated behind the communion table. On the
screen can be seen carvings of the symbols mention ed previously. Probably the most eye
catching carving is that of the pelican which is there to remind us of an ancient
mythological story about a mother pelican who had three chicks but unfortunately had

no food to feed them, so she scraped her breast with her beak until she bled and with her
blood was able to feed her young. In consequence, in the giving of her blood, she died
whilst her chicks thrived. So again, we have a very powerful reminder of the cross and of
communi on. 0OTh iGnewccovenan w sedbeo dith my blood. Whenever you drink

it, do so in memory of me.6 (1st Corinthians



All these symbols demonstrate what was to be found in the person of Jesus: The birds
carved along the front of the table are said to depict the swallow, the owl and the
sparrow. The swallow and sparrow are found in Psalm 84:3 and t he connection is obvious
to spot. OEven the sparrows have built a nest
keep their young near your altars, Lord Almighty, my king and m y God.dé6 I n H
word translated as sparrow indicates any small perching bird and references can be

found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. References to owls can be found in scripture

but it is difficult to ascribe any definite meaning to the owl. The thistle, of course, is the

Scottish emblem and is found carved on the reredos and pulpit.

The Communion Silver & the first Minister-in-Charge at Netherlee, Rev Thomas Currie,
served the congregation for only fifteen months, yet so great an impact did he make that
his memory was marked by the gift of two silver chalices from the original members of the
Church, and these were dedicated in 1938. The silver bread tray was gifted anonymously

in March 1978. Oak leaves and acorns - for strength. Th e Church rose from very small
beginnings to become the world -wide fellowship it is today, The rose - the flower of

martyrdom and divine love



Overhanging the Chancel is a Wooden
Cross which is the symbol not only of Christ &
death but the manner of his death. In St
John 12: 32-33 we read OWhen | am lifted
up from the earth, | will draw everyone to
me. 6 (Il n saying this h
death he was going to suffer.) When the
chancel lights are lit, two shadows are cas t
on the roof on either side of the
overhanging cross. This cross was erected to
fulfil the wish of the Rev Stanley Mair that
there should be a clearly visible sign of the
faith in the Church. After his death his wish
was fulfilled and a plaque commemorati ng

this can be seen on the left wall of the

chancel.

The cross is made from Japanese oak in keeping with all the oak furnishings in the Church.
The two most meaningful symbols of the Christian faith are therefore always before the

congregation: the com  munion table and the cross.

The original Font was placed in such a
position that baptisms could not be
witnessed satisfactorily by the congregation
but in 1954 an anonymous donor made a
gift of the movable oak font which is now

used.

It has eight sides to its construction
reminding us that Jesus was circumcised
eight days after his birth. A silver bowl is
used to hold the baptismal water. This was
presented by Alexander Henderson to mark

both the opening of the Church on 24th

June 1934 and the baptism of his daughter,

Doreen Alexandra. The inscription on the

bowl reads,



0The promise &dmrduinae oy gwmu ¢ hi3P)dmedont.isdow(infagtorminest :

position so that not only the child and parents but the whole congregation can be
involved in the sacrament of bapti sm. The in
the | ittle children to come unto me. 0

Carved on the Lectern is the lily, the
pomegranate and the daisy of humility.

0 What he (God) require
what is just, to show constant love, and to
live in humble fell ows hi p with
(Micah  6:8) The lectern is prominent
because from it the Word of God is read,
the Word holding a very prominent position

in the Protestant tradition. The oak lectern
was presented to the Church by the Hutton
family and was dedicated on 21st
September 1941. The lectern fall was
presented by the family of the late Janette
Henderson and was dedicated on 21st
January 1990.

The Organ was built and dedicated in
January 1938 and a major overhaul was
carried out in 1968. It is a three manual
organ with a pedal board and thus is really
four musical instruments. Carvings of
cherubs can be seen helping to support the

pillars encompassing th e pipes.

The wearing of gowns by the choir creates

a sense of anonymity as it is the praise of
God that is important.
unto the Lord, all the earth: make a loud
noi se, and rejoice, an

95:1)



