KIRK SESSION MEETING
Held on Monday, 26th March 2001 at 7.30 p.m.
in the Session House, Stamperland Parish Church

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted with scripture reading from Matthew Chapter 6, the reading of
a personal commentary on the passage by David Suchet and prayer.

2 APPOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Mrs Edith Moseley, Mrs Nancy Fisher and Miss Janet Stewart
and Messers Stuart Bruce, Jim Currie, George Fraser, Fraser MacKintosh and Bill Porter.

3 SEDERUNT
The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 24 ruling elders.

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The Minute of the meeting held on Monday, 11th December 2000, having been previously
circulated, was accepted as read. The Minute of the meeting held on Sunday, 14th January
2001, having been previously circulated, was accepted as read. It was noted that the meeting
scheduled for Monday, 26th February 2001 had been cancelled as a result of heavy snowfall.

5 BUSINESS ARISING

5.1 Review and Reform meeting at Orchardhill Parish Church.

The Session Clerk reported that approximately a dozen members of Stamperland Church
attended the meeting on Sunday, 14th January. That meeting heard an introduction from Mr
George Hart of Greenock, a member of the Assembly Council. It was explained that the
meeting was part of a consultation exercise being undertaken by the Assembly Council, the
body which been tasked by the Assembly with looking at the future of the Church of
Scotland. In the limited time available for comment and discussion a variety of points were
made but, overall, there was little general consensus or feeling that significant progress had
been made.

5.2 CHOK, Church of Scotland Year of the Child.

Margo Nielson agreed to be the contact person for CHOK in Stamperland Church. The
Moderator thanked Margo for taking on this role.

6 CORRESPONDENCE / INTIMATIONS

6.1 Moderator

6.1.1 Church Membership Class

The Moderator intimated that two people had come forward in response to the intimation
that a Church membership class was to be held. The Membership class would start after the
Easter holidays.

6.1.2 Ordination and Admission of Elders

The Moderator intimated that on Sunday 8th April 2001, Mrs Ann Bruce, Mrs Grace Scott
and Mrs Dorothy Wood would be ordained as elders and that Messers David Cochran, Alf
Dunbar and John Halliday would be admitted as elders. Mr Dunbar had previously served as
Session Clerk at Queens Park Church, Mr Cochran had been an elder at Queens Park Church
and Mr Halliday had been an elder at Mount Florida.

6.1.3 Elders suffering from lliness

The Moderator announced that several elders were suffering from various illnesses. Bill
Porter and Fraser MacKintosh were mentioned in particular and elders were asked to
remember them in their prayers.

6.1.4 Letter from the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland

The Moderator read extracts from a letter from the Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland in which he recalled his visit to Annandale and Eskdale where he had
seen, at first hand, the impact of foot and mouth disease on members of the farming
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community. It was suggested that Church of Scotland members might wish to demonstrate
their concern for those most deeply affected by making donations to the Royal Scottish
Agricultural Benevolent Association. The Kirk Session approved the suggestion that
members be given the opportunity to donate to a Retiring Offering after the Sunday morning
service from now until Palm Sunday.

6.1.5 Moderator’s Holiday

The Moderator intimated that he would be on holiday from Easter Monday for a week.

6.1.6 Pulpit Supply

The Moderator announced that he had arranged for Rev Dr James Cunningham to take pulpit
supply for the three Sundays in June when he would be on Study Leave and also for the first
Sunday in August.

6.2 Session Clerk

6.2.1 Correspondence with Presbytery of Glasgow

The Session Clerk intimated that he had received and dealt with various items of
correspondence from the Presbytery of Glasgow. The items included the Annual Return of
Congregational Statistics, the notification of Quinquennial visitation, a request for
information about the Church magazine and a request to agree the parish boundary. The
reply agreeing the description of the parish boundary was sent to the Presbytery after the
Kirk Session had inspected the map showing the boundary following the conclusion of the
March communion.

The Session Clerk intimated that he had received a copy of a report which was approved by
the Presbytery on 13th March. The report was headed “Glasgow Presbytery Advisory
Committee ‘Church Building for the Future Report”™. The accompanying letter from the
Presbytery Clerk requested that the report was presented for consideration at the next
meeting of the Kirk Session and that a copy was passed to the Clerk to the Congregational
Board for consideration by the Board.

6.2.2 Erskine Hospital

An acknowledgement was received from the Director of Finance of the Erskine Hospital
thanking the church for the donation of £63.81 being the retiring offering on Remembrance
Day, 2000.

6.2.3 Muscular Dystrophy Campaign

A letter had been received from the Muscular Dystrophy Campaign with a request that we
consider supporting the charity through a donation. It was agreed that this charity would be
considered in December when the distribution of the Others Fund was being considered.
6.2.4 Jubilee 2000

A letter had been received from Campaign Co-ordinator of Jubilee Scotland, the successor to
the Jubilee 2000 Scottish Coalition, writing from 121, George Street, Edinburgh. The letter
gave thanks for the various efforts made last year for debt relief for the poorest nations.
Whilst the campaign had achieved significant success only about one third of the un-payable
debt has been cancelled. Support was being sought with a request for churches and members
to lobby MPs and opinion formers and take actions to ensure that pressure is maintained for
the cancellation all un-repayable debt. It was noted that the local MP, Jim Murphy, is very
sympathetic to the cause and that he had arranged for Ms Clare Short to give a presentation
to an audience made up largely of members of local churches. It was agreed that the Session
Clerk should approach Mr Tom McPherson and seek his assistance in preparing a letter
which would be published in the May edition of Focus and which could be signed by
individual members and sent to Jubilee Scotland. The Clerk was asked to reply to Jubilee
Scotland on behalf of the Kirk Session.

6.2.5 East Renfrewshire Council

East Renfrewshire Council had advised the church of an application to convert the shop
premises at 143 Stamperland Gardens to a hot food shop. A letter listing objections to this
application had been signed by the Moderator, the Session Clerk and the Clerk to the Board.
Additionally a letter of objection had been sent by the Church of Scotland Legal Department.
Copies of the objection had been sent to the local councillor, MP and MSP.
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7 ROLLKEEPER
The Rollkeeper reported the attendance at the Communion on 4th March as follows:

Morning Afternoon Total
Members 210 27 237
Visitors 1 0 1
Total 211 27 238
Number of members Communicated 237.
Number of members on Roll 496.
Percentage Communicated 48%.

8 PRESBYTERY ELDER

A printed report of Presbytery meetings in February 2001 had been circulated to members.
The report was accepted and was filed as an Appendix.

The Moderator reported that at the March meeting of the Glasgow Presbytery there had been
a lively debate over a report on the proposed union of the Scottish Episcopal Church with the
Church of Scotland. The report had been remitted back to the committee for further
consideration.

9 APPOINTMENT OF PRESBYTERY ELDER for Session 2001 - 02

Gordon Robertson agreed to serve as preshytery elder for session 2001 - 02. In accepting the
role Gordon Robertson paid tribute to the very onerous tasks which had fallen to Mr Cherry
as Convenor or the Superintendence Committee. The committee was short of 12 members
and during the past year there had been difficult cases for the committee to deal with.

10. PERMANENT COMMITTEE REPORTS
10.1  Business
The Business Committee suggested the following future dates for Kirk Session meetings.

2001

Monday, 30th April Quniquennial Visitation
Monday, 14th May

Sunday, 24th June Study Day

Wednesday,  5th September

Monday, 1st October

Wednesday,  14th November

Monday, 10th December

2002

Sunday, 13th January After Morning Worship
Wednesday,  13th February

Monday, 11th March

Wednesday,  10th April

Monday, 13th May

These dates were agreed by the Kirk Session

10.2 Community

Sam Esler stated that he had seen notices in the local newspaper regarding the application to
turn the premises in Busby Road which had been formerly occupied by John Menzies into a
public house and also the application to open yet another hot food shop in Busby Road.
There was some agreement that the method used by the local council to make the public
aware of such developments was not very satisfactory. The proposed premises were outwith
the parish but the Kirk Session agreed that a note would be included in the next Sunday
intimation sheet advising the congregation that they could object as individuals
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10.3 Mission

The Mission Committee reported that the front page of the Easter Card to be delivered to all
houses within the Parish had been designed by Bob Hutcheson who has been an active
member of the committee for many years. Members of the Kirk Session were requested to
help with the delivery of cards.

The committee reported its disappointment at the poor response to the use of the pew cards
as a means of informing the committee of new residents moving into the Parish. The
committee will try to develop a fresh approach to obtaining this information.

10.4 Nomination

The Convenor, Pat Mcllraith, reported that six people had agreed to serve as Elders (see Item
6.1.2). Of three other members who had been approached, one was giving the matter serious
consideration, one had not responded recently and there had been no recent contact from the
third member.

No one had been found for the post of Stewardship Convener. Elders were reminded that
they should endeavour to assist the Nominations Convener by suggesting possible nominees.
The Moderator thanked the Convenor for her on-going work.

10.5 Worship
No report

10.6  Youth
No report

11. REPORT ON STUDY WEEKEND AT BALVONIE
The Session Clerk gave a brief summary of the content of the study weekend. The aim of
the weekend had been to define the purpose of our church and to develop a vision for the
future development of our church. The weekend began with consideration of where we had
come from and where we were. The Rev Martin Johnston, the church’s organiser for
evangelism encouraged us to look at our local community, to identify key issues facing our
community. He made the important point was that we should undertake quantitative
research before deciding any action.  Thus, for example, we should discover what a
particular group actually wanted rather than assuming that we knew what it is that they
should have. Monica Walker led us to consider the world in which we live and the major
changes over the last 20 to 30 years. Examples considered included changes in working
patterns, types of work and nature of work. The typical family is no longer 2 parents and 2.4
children. We were faced with the question “Has the church changed to meet today’s “real
world”? Whilst God’s message is constant the methods of communication must change.
With these themes in the background, the Elders at Balvonie began to define the purpose and
to develop a vision for the way ahead. A preliminary summary of the purpose was
encapsulated in the following paragraph written by Dorothy Wood.

“To bring God’s message, to be the focus of people’s lives. To be seen as

something people want to be a part of; to reach out to people, supporting them,

showing care, compassion, love and fun. The Church should be a joy to belong to,

and be a meaningful part of the community. The Church should move with the

times and always be relevant ... both here and in the wider world.”
At the conclusion of the weekend the elders at Balvonie agreed that the whole Kirk Session
should agree the purpose of the Church and be involved in developing the vision for the
future of the Church. The purpose and vision should be agreed by all elders and all elders
should be committed to working to translate the vision into practical reality. The Session
should bring-on-board all Members of the Congregational Board, all church members and
adherents so that everyone in the Church becomes committed to the future.

12. TEAM ELDERSHIP
The Session Clerk reported that the Team idea worked well during the run up to the last
communion. Three elders, Bill Porter, Janis Herriot and Janet Stewart had been unable to
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undertake visitations and members of the Team had taken over their duties. New team lists
were distributed.

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday, 30th April as part of the Quinguennial Visitation
Monday, 14th May

14 CLOSURE
There being no further business the meeting closed with a benediction by the Moderator.

............................................ Session Clerk

................................................... Moderator

KIRK SESSION MEETING
Held on Monday, 14th May 2001 at 7.30 p.m.
in the Session House, Stamperland Parish Church

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted with scripture reading from Daniel Chapter 2 and prayer.

2. TRIBUTE TO BILL PORTER

The Moderator paid tribute to Bill Porter who died on Sunday, 6th May. The Moderator
then led the Kirk Session in prayer, thanking God for Bill’s life and work and asking God to
give courage and strength to Bill’s wife, Betty, at this time of sadness. The Clerk was asked
to send a copy of the Tribute to Mrs Porter. A copy of the Tribute is appended to this
Minute. .

3 APPOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Mrs Ann Bruce, Mrs Jennie Fraser, Mrs Sandra Halliday,
Miss Grace Scott and Miss Janet Stewart and Messers John Curror, John Dodds, David
Dundas, George Fraser, Fraser MacKintosh, George Paterson and Gordon Robertson.

4 SEDERUNT
The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 24 ruling elders.

5 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Minute of the meeting held on Monday, 26th March 2001, having been previously
circulated, was accepted as read.

5 BUSINESS ARISING
There was no business arising that was not covered by the agenda items.

6 CORRESPONDENCE / INTIMATIONS

6.1 Moderator

6.1.1 Illlness of Deputy Session Clerk

The Moderator intimated that Fraser MacKintosh was ill and was presently in the Southern
General Hospital waiting for a transfer to Leverndale Hospital. Margo Nielson had agreed to
undertake the duties of the Deputy Session Clerk during Fraser’s absence.
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6.1.2 Student Assistants

Monika Walker was coming to the end of her placement at Stamperland. The Moderator
said that it had become standard practice to present the student with a gift of money and the
Session approved a gift of £100.

A new student had been appointed and would begin her placement at Stamperland at the start
of the autumn university term. The new student was Mrs Hillary McDougall, a member of
Cambuslang Old Parish Church.

6.1.3 Quinguennial Report

The Moderator intimated that he had received a draft copy of the report prepared by the
Quinguennial Team of Rev Mr Colin Renwick, Convenor, Rev Mrs Jennifer Macrae and Mr
Stuart Roy and he read the report to the Kirk Session. The report was very positive. It said
that, as a congregation, we were in good heart, financially sound and were not only conscious of
our role to serve the community at large but worked actively to ensure that we were a force for
good within the parish and beyond. The visiting team reported that the congregation, as a whole,
worked well together in its support of the office bearers and minister and that there were deep
bonds of trust and affection between the minister and office bearers.

It was agreed that the Report should be read to the congregation one Sunday morning and
that a summary should be published in Focus.

6.1.4 Moderator’s Study at Princeton University

The Moderator gave a short presentation about his studies for the degree of D. Min. He said
he would be attending a three week study session at Princeton University starting on 28th
May. In advance of this he had had to undertake extensive study of a wide range of books
and publications, prepare a number of study papers and draft a Forward Plan for his final
Thesis which was provisionally entitled “Leadership, Vision and Management of Change”.
Sam Esler stated that the Kirk Session commended the Moderator’s work and would wish
him a safe journey to and from Princeton.

6.2 Session Clerk

6.2.1 Correspondence with Presbytery of Glasgow

A report entitled ‘Church Building for the Future Report’ had been received from the
Presbytery Clerk with a request that it be considered by the Kirk Session and the
Congregational Board. It was agreed that a joint meeting of Board and Session would be
arranged in the Autumn to discuss the report.

6.2.2 Letter from East Renfrewshire Council

A letter had been received from the Head of Planning and Development at East Renfrewshire
Council intimating that the application for permission to open a hot food shop at 143
Stamperland Gardens had been refused. It was stated that the proposal was contrary to
Policies Sg and Sh of the Eastwood District Local Plan and Policies S1, S4 and DC1 of the
Finalised East Renfrewshire Local Plan in that the Stamperland neighbourhood centre is not
identified as being an area where a hot food shop is considered acceptable.

6.2.3 Letter from Church of Scotland Committee on Ecumenical Relations

A letter enclosing a study booklet and video had been received from the Secretary of the
Church of Scotland Committee on Ecumenical Relations. It was agreed that the video and
booklet would form the basis of a future study period.

6.2.4 Letter from Sam Esler

A letter had been received from Sam Esler expressing the thanks of himself and his wife for
the gifts presented to them at the Dinner in the Busby Hotel held to mark Sam’s ten years of
service as Session Clerk.

6.2.5 Letter from Jess Thomson

A letter had been received from Miss Jess Thomson in which she intimated, with regret, her
resignation from the Community Committee. The Session thanked Jess for her service on
the committee.

6.2.6 Petition Registering Concern over Shops in Busby Road

A letter enclosing a petition signed by over 130 members of Stamperland Church had been
sent to Mr Steve Rogers, Head of Planning and Development Services at East Renfrewshire
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Council on 29th April. The petition expressed concern about the possible closure of the
Post Office, over problems which may result from the granting of a licence to open a public
house in the former premises of the shop leased by John Menzies and asked that the Local
Authority promotes policies which will encourage the development of a more vibrant
shopping centre with a mix of retail outlets which will better meet the needs of local
residents, improve trade for shop-owners and promote feelings of pride within the
community. A copy had been sent to our local councillor, Mrs Mary Montague.

6.2.7 Elder training

Edith Moseley and Pat Mcllraith are attending a series of meetings entitled “Learning Living
Prayer Together”. It was agreed that their £5.00 course fee be paid by the church.

6.2.8 Letter from Church of Scotland Committee on National Mission

The National Mission Committee intimated that they are offering multiple copies of their
newsletter “Link Update”, free of charge, provided that they are picked up from Elmbank
Street, Glasgow on a week-day. It was agreed that the Clerk should find out when the
publications would be available. Evelyn Graham and Anne MacKenzie offered to pick up
copies if the times were convenient.

6.2.9 Spring Fair

The clerk thanked all of the Elders who had assisted with the Gardening Stall at the Spring
Fair and also the many elders who had contributed in many different ways to the success of
the fund raising event.

6.2.10 Elders Roll Books

The clerk intimated that Elders’ Roll Books and Communion Cards were available.

6.2.11 Kirk Session Social Fund

The balance in the Kirk Session Social Fund stood at £83.51 on 30th November 2000. The
Moderator explained that the account had been opened in 1996 with the balance of money
remaining after an evening bus tour of Glasgow. It was proposed and agreed that the
signatories of the account be changed to include the new Session Clerk.

7 ROLLKEEPER
In the absence of the Rollkeeper the Moderator intimated the deaths of two members. They
were:
Mr Bill Porter on 6th May
and Mrs Margaret Ferries on the 7th May.

8 PRESBYTERY ELDER

A printed report of the Presbytery meeting in April had been circulated to members. The
report was accepted and was filed as an Appendix. Copies of the report for May’s meeting
were not available but Moderator read report to the Session. A copy of the report is filed as
an Appendix. Some aspects of the report were elaborated by the Moderator.

It was evident that many of those attending Presbytery did not speak in debate. Amongst the
recommendations made in the Report “Silence in Court” was that Presbytery meeting should
begin at 7.00 o’clock rather than 6.15 o’clock.

9 PERMANENT COMMITTEE REPORTS

9.1 Business

No report.

9.2 Community

No report. With the illness of Fraser MacKintosh the Moderator asked whether anyone was
willing to volunteer to act as convenor of the committee. There were no volunteers.

9.3 Mission

Edith Moseley intimated that she wished to relinquish the post of Convenor and that Robert
Dunsmuir was willing to take over the position. Edith was thanked for all her work as
Convenor and Robert was unanimously confirmed as Convenor.

9.4 Nomination

The Convenor, Pat Mcllraith, reported that she had had no response from anyone willing to
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serve as Stewardship Convener. The Moderator stated that it was incumbent on the Kirk
Session to find a Stewardship Convenor and that we should pray that a post-holder can be
found.

The Moderator proposed that a meeting of all Committee Convenors should be held after
Summer to consider the membership of all committees. This proposal was agreed

9.5 Worship

No report

9.6 Youth

No report

10. STUDY DAY, Sunday 24th June
Elders were reminded of the Study Day on Sunday, 24th June. Elders were asked to confirm
their attendance with the Clerk so that the catering could be organised.

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next regular meeting was 5th September, 2001. The meeting would
commence at 7.15 p.m. with the celebration of Holy Communion.

12 CLOSURE
There being no further business the meeting closed with a benediction by the Moderator.

............................................ Session Clerk

................................................... Moderator

KIRK SESSION MEETING
Held on Sunday, 27th May 2001 at 10.40a.m.
in the Session House, Stamperland Parish Church

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted with scripture reading from Psalm 23 and prayer.

2 SEDERUNT

The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 26 ruling elders.

3 ADMISSION OF NEW COMMUNICANTS

Mr Cherry introduced the two new communicants, Mrs Louise Dunbar, residing at
35 The Oval and Mrs Valerie Stewart, residing at 9 Stamperland Hill, to the members of the
Kirk Session. The Kirk Session then proceeded to morning worship and the admission of
the two new communicants. After the service all returned to the Session Room where Sam
Esler gave a speech welcoming the two new members into the church

4 CLOSURE
There being no further business the meeting closed with a benediction by the Moderator.

.............................................. Session Clerk

................................................... Moderator
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KIRK SESSION STUDY DAY
Held on Sunday, 24th June 2001
at Stamperland Parish Church

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted with Morning Worship led by The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D.

2 ATTENDANCE
The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 29 ruling elders.

3 INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY DAY

3.1 Plan for the day

Mrs Nancy Fisher outlined the format of the Study Day. The intention was to take the
statement of the purpose of our church which had been formulated at the Balvonie Weekend,
derive a vision for our church and list actions which would enable us to fulfil the intent
inherent in the statement of purpose.

3.2 Getting to the Purpose

In the first session entitled “Getting to the Purpose”, Nancy outlined some of the activities
and discussions which had taken place at Balvonie. Those present were split into groups and
fun, fellowship, vision and action were used to jog the memories of those elders who had
attended the Balvonie weekend and give those who had not attended a flavour of how the
study weekend had been tackled. Each Group was asked to present an aspect of fun,
fellowship and vision to the whole gathering. In so doing, memories and experiences of the
weekend and of the history of the Church in Stamperland were highlighted, the opportunities
for the future were glimpsed, the aspirations behind the purpose appreciated and the need to
move “one more step along the road” made obvious.

3.3 From Vision to Action

Norman Bolton introduced the afternoon session entitled, “From Vision to Action” in which
the groups considered various actions which could be taken to develop the goals implicit in
the purpose. Each group was asked to discuss aspects of the “Purpose” and decide on three
actions which elders and members could take in order to ensure God’s message is brought to
our community, three actions which we could take to improve the interaction we have with
our community and reach out to the people within the community, three actions we could
take to ensure the church is a joy to belong to and three actions through which could ensure
the church is a meaningful part of the community. The ensuing discussions were found to be
thought provoking. All of the responses from all of the groups were recorded and it was
agreed that they would be analysed and prioritised at a further meeting with a view to
implementing actions before the end of the year.

4 CLOSURE
The study day was closed with a Service of Holy Communion, led by the minister. All of
the elders who had helped in the preparation and serving of the lunch were thanked.

.............................................. Session Clerk

................................................... Moderator
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KIRK SESSION MEETING
Held on Monday, 1st October 2001 at 7.30 p.m.
in the Session House, Stamperland Parish Church

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted with scripture reading from 2 Timothy, Chapter 2 and prayer.

2. TRIBUTE TO FIONA CHERRY

The Session Clerk paid tribute to Mrs Fiona Cherry who had died, very suddenly, on
Wednesday, 29th August. The Session Clerk then led the Kirk Session in prayer, giving
thanks for Fiona’s life and work and asking God’s blessing on her family and, in particular,
her husband, Alastair, our minister. A copy of the Tribute is filed in an Annex to this
Minute.

3 APPOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Mrs Pat Mcllraith, Willie Anderson, Jim Currie, Jack
Halliday, Fraser MacKintosh and David Stewart.

4 SEDERUNT
The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 37 ruling elders.

5 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Minutes of the meetings held on Monday, 14th May 2001, Sunday, 27th May 2001 and
Sunday, 24th June, having been previously circulated, were accepted as printed.

5 BUSINESS ARISING
5.1 Quingquennial Report
The Clerk read a letter dated 12 September 2001, received from the Rev Alex Cunningham,
MA, BD, The Clerk of Glasgow Presbytery with which was enclosed an Extract Minute and
Summary of the recent Quinguennial Visitation carried out at Stamperland. The letter
concluded with an instruction to “convey to the minister and elders a warm expression of
support from the Presbytery of Glasgow for their diligence and commitment in their mission
task.” The extract minute stated that: “At Glasgow, the 11th day of September, 2001, the
Presbytery of Glasgow met and was constituted.
Inter Alia:

481 Quinguennial Visits

Quinquennial visits have been made to the following congregations,..
Stamperland,...
It is recommended that the Presbytery accept the Reports as set out in Appendix Il to
these Reports and declare the congregation to be in a satisfactory state.
The Presbytery received the Report and approved the recommendation.”
It was recorded that the above minute was “Extracted by me this 12th day of
September 2001 and was signed, Alexander Cunningham, Clerk of Presbytery.
The Session Clerk read, to the meeting, the Report which was referred to in the
Extract minute as being set out in Appendix I1l. The Report reads as follows:
Stamperland
This congregation exercises a vibrant and forward-looking ministry, and much
goodwill exists towards the Church in the community. Organisations cater well for all
age groups. The Church is financially secure and the buildings are in good order,
although the question of disabled access to premises built on a slope is one which the
Congregational Board seeks to address.
The Minister’s workload is considerable both in the parish and in the wider work of
the Church, but there is an excellent support from Office-Bearers. His ability to
encourage others in the leadership of worship is much appreciated. There is a realistic
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view of the challenges facing the Church as a whole and a recent retreat for Office-
Bearers provided much food for thought regarding the vision for the Congregation at
the threshold of the 21st century. Deep commitment was obvious, summed up by one
Elder who said “we can’t stand still”. The Congregation is in a satisfactory state and
is to be commended for its ongoing work and witness.”

5.2 Moderator’s Study at Princeton University
Mr Cherry said that he worked very hard during his time at Princeton and had found it
worthwhile. The effort required to complete the course would be considerable.

5.3 Petition Registering Concern over Shops in Busby Road

The Clerk said that he had received a reply from East Renfrewshire Council acknowledging
receipt of our petition and stating that the council is aware that the vitality, amenity and
choice of shops within Clarkston Town Centre has declined over recent years. In a bid to
arrest the decline the Council has commissioned a study. This study is at an early stage and
it is intended to involve the community and local traders.

6. Correspondence / Intimations

6.1 Moderator

The Moderator indicated that he had no items to report under this heading but wished to say
how he appreciated the support which he had been given by Elders and members following
Fiona’s sudden death.

6.2 Session Clerk

6.2.1 Letter from Bird Semple, Solicitors

A letter had been received at the end of June intimating that Mrs Ruth Steel had bequeathed
a legacy of £1000 to Stamperland Parish Church. The solicitors anticipated that they would
be in a position to settle the legacy within six months.

6.2.2 Letter from Convenor of Superintendence, Presbytery of Glasgow

A letter had been received giving advice to Ministers and office bearers within the church on
precautions they should take when faced with the possibility of an approach by a bogus
callers. Specific advice included advising that a minister should never meet with a person
whom he does not know on his own. Whether on the church premises or elsewhere, the
minister should ensure that he is accompanied by an assistant.

6.2.3 Life and Work

The clerk reported that he had received a letter from the editor of Life and Work. This
advised that the September, October and November issues were featuring articles on the
theme “Church without Walls”. Elders were being given a special offer of these three issues
for the price of one. Elders wishing to take up this offer were asked to contact Sheila
Mclntosh.

6.2.4 Application for a Hot Food Takeaway at 143 Stamperland Gardens

The clerk advised that he had received a Notification of an Application for Planning
Permission for a Hot Food Takeaway at 143 Stamperland Gardens. He stated that he had
sent a letter objecting to the Application to east Renfrewshire Council. A letter had also
been sent by the Legal Department at 121 George Street, Edinburgh.

6.2.5 The Leprosy Mission Scotland

A letter had been received from Ms Linda Todd of the Leprosy Mission Scotland requesting
the use of church on Wednesday, 5th December 2001 for a meeting to be addressed by Peter
Laubscher, National Director, South Africa. The clerk stated that he had responded
positively and was now seeking the permission of the Session retrospectively. It was pointed
out that arrangements would need to be made to open the church and ensure the safety and
smooth running of the meeting.

6.2.6 Hyndland Parish Church

The clerk read out to the meeting a letter from Hyndland Parish Church expressing their
deepest sympathy to all at Stamperland Church on the death of Fiona Cherry.
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6.2.7 Fraser MacKintosh

The clerk read to the meeting a letter from Mrs Elspeth MacKintosh in which she said that,
owing to his current illness, Fraser wished to tender his resignation from the post of Deputy
Session Clerk. Fraser sent his best wishes to the Kirk Session.

The Moderator stated that Fraser had been unwell for some time and was not making
progress. Fraser had been very diligent in his post as Deputy Session Clerk. Fraser had
attended to the organisation of the Communion Duties for many years and had gone about
his duties in a methodical and effective manner. The Session accepted Fraser’s resignation.
It was agreed that a nomination for the post of Deputy Session Clerk would be brought to the
next Session meeting.

7. ROLLKEEPER
The Rollkeeper reported the attendance at the Communion on 3rd June 2001 as follows:

Morning Afternoon Total
Members 197 23 220
Visitors 4 0 4
Total 201 23 224
Number of members Communicated 220
Number of members on Roll 495
Percentage Communicated 44.4%.

The Rollkeeper reported the attendance at the Communion on 2nd September 2001 as
follows:

Morning Afternoon Total
Members 205 21 226
Visitors 1 0 1
Total 206 21 227
Number of members Communicated 227
Number of members on Roll 491
Percentage Communicated 46%.

A printed report giving the names of new members, deaths, removals by certificate and
notification of change of address was circulated to members and is filed as an Appendix.

It was reported that Mrs Lorraine Lawrie had moved to Moscow in Ayrshire. Mr Sam Esler
said that he could obtain her new address and the Moderator undertook to write to Mrs
Lawrie to ascertain whether she wished to remain on the roll of Stamperland Parish Church.
It was reported by the Moderator that Miss Donna Marie Cockburn wished to remain on the
roll. She had recently been married and the moderator undertook to inform the Rollkeeper of
her married name and current address.

8 PRESBYTERY ELDER
A printed report of the Presbytery meeting on 11th September was circulated to members.
The report was accepted and is filed as an Appendix.

8. PERMANENT COMMITTEE REPORTS
There were no permanent committee reports

9. BALVONIE FOLLOW UP

A document, summarising the comments made at the Study Day on 24th June was circulated
to those present and there was discussion on some of the initial points regarding Worship. It
was soon realised that there would be quite insufficient time to discuss the comments and
derive consensus views on the various aspects. It was decided that the Moderator and the
Session Clerk should prepare a series of documents grouping together related comments and
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task various committees and groups of elders with developing a coherent series of
recommendations.

10. ELDERS DISTRICTS
Lists were circulated showing the name, address, phone number and district(s) of each elder.
Sheets were issued listing the names of elders in each of the eight Eldership Teams.

11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

11.1 Learning Living Prayer Together

Mrs Edith Moseley and Mrs Pat Mcllraith had attended a six-week course on Learning
Living Prayer Together organised by the Glasgow Presbytery Worship Committee and taken
by Rev David Easton and Mrs Greta Doig. Mrs Moseley reported that much good material
and new ideas had been presented. Some of the material was being used in the House
Groups and would be printed in future issues of Focus. It was suggested that certain ideas,
such as “prayer collages” and “prayer walks” should be considered for future adoption.

11.2 Seekers Club

Mr Stuart Bruce intimated that Mr Derek Brown and Mrs Karen Brown had agreed to lead
the Seekers Club. It was agreed that the Congregational Board should be asked to provide
financial support for essential materials.

12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting was intimated to be Wednesday, 14th November 2001 at 7.30
pm.

13 CLOSURE
There being no further business the meeting closed with a benediction by the Moderator.

............................................ Session Clerk

................................................. Moderator

KIRK SESSION MEETING
Held on Wednesday, 14th November 2001 at 7.30 p.m.
in the Session House, Stamperland Parish Church

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted with scripture reading and prayer.

2. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Moderator welcomed Mrs Hillary MacDougall, the Student Assistant to the meeting.
Apologies were received from Miss Jan Barr, Mrs Ann Bruce, Mrs Pat Mcllraith, Mrs
Nancy Fisher, Douglas Brown, David Cochran, John Curror, David Dundas, Robert
Dunsmuir, Robert Hutcheson, Fraser MacKintosh, David Stewart and Ken Stewart..

3 SEDERUNT
The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 29 ruling elders.

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 1st October 2001, having been previously
circulated, were accepted as printed.
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5 BUSINESS ARISING

51 Appointment of Deputy Session Clerk

The Moderator indicated that Mrs Margo Neilson was willing to undertake the duties of
Deputy Session Clerk if the Kirk Session were in agreement. With the members of the Kirk
Session being unanimous in agreeing the choice of Mrs Neilson, Mrs Neilson accepted the
appointment and took the “oath de fidele”.

5.2 Application for Hot Food Takeaway at 143 Stamperland Gardens

The clerk advised East Renfrewshire Council had refused the application. There was,
however, a belief that the applicant might appeal against this decision.

5.3 The Leprosy Mission Scotland

The Leprosy Mission Scotland have confirmed that they will use the church on Wednesday,
5th December 2001. Miss Grace Scott and Mrs Edith Moseley agreed to liase with Ms Todd
of the Leprosy Mission and to ensure that the arrangements in connection with the hosting of
the event are undertaken.

5.4 Contact with Two Members Living Outwith the Parish

The Moderator indicated that he now had the current address of Mrs Lorraine Lawrie and
that the married name of Miss Donna Marie Cockburn was Mrs Donna Marie Baker and
Miss Grace Scott undertook to obtain her current address when visiting Mrs Baker’s parents.
The Moderator would write to both ladies enclosing copies of recent issues of Focus and
asking them whether they would like to receive regular copies and thereby maintain their
connection with the church.

6. CORRESPONDENCE / INTIMATIONS

6.1 Moderator

6.1.1 Carol Singing at the Southern General Hospital on Christmas Eve
Members of the church would not be invited to sing Christmas Carols at the Southern
General Hospital on Christmas Eve. In recent years the number of people volunteering had
declined and several people who had attended regularly in previous years had indicated they
would not manage. There were many churches located much closer to the hospital than our
church and there may be a request or an opportunity for volunteers to sing carols at the
Victoria Infirmary.

6.1.2 Christmas Services
Services over the Christmas Season would be as follows:

Sunday, 16th December 11.00 Words and Music for Christmas
Sunday 23rd December 11.00 Nativity Play
Monday, 24th December 23.15 Carol singing

23.30 Watchnight Service
Christmas Day 11.00 Service with Communion
Sunday, 30th December Morning worship at 11.00 only
Sunday, 6th January Morning worship at 11.00 only

6.1.3 Christmas Cards

Christmas Cards giving the times of the church services were being printed ready for
distribution to every house in the parish.

6.1.4 Changes to Serving of Communion

The Moderator intimated that at the Communion in December, the wine served in the
individual glasses would actually be grape juice. The cost of the unfermented wine had
increased dramatically and its taste was not to everyone’s liking. Additionally, it was
proposed that rather than serve small cubes of bread, the bread passed round in the trays
would be cut into fingers. Elders serving bread would pass a finger to the first person in the
pew, who would take it, break off a piece and pass the finger to the next person. The elders
serving bread would collect the “used” fingers and place them in the wooden bread tray.
This change might make it easier for some elderly people who had difficulty picking up a
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small cube. It also heightened the symbolism of breaking bread. Elders were requested to
report back to the Session any comments from members regarding these changes.

6.2 Session Clerk

6.2.1 Letter from Bird Semple, Solicitors

A cheque for £1000 had been received at the beginning of November. This was in full and
final settlement of the legacy bequeathed by Mrs Ruth Steel.

6.2.2 Letter from Presbytery Clerk

A letter had been received from the Presbytery Clerk in which he brought certain matters to
the attention of Kirk Sessions. Two booklets were enclosed with the letter. One was
entitled, “The Stained Glass Ceiling! - Report of the Gender Attitude Project (GAP). The
other was entitled, “Church without Walls”. It was stated that this latter booklet would be
useful in considering remits and notices from the 2001 Assembly. The Session Clerk
intimated that it would be the intention that the Kirk Session would consider the remits of the
2001 Assembly at future Study Sessions.

Commenting on the letter from the Presbytery Clerk, the Moderator indicated that Kirk
Session meetings were no longer private and were now open. However, the Session could
agree to meet in private where the matter under discussion is of a confidential nature. It was
agreed that this matter would be brought to the attention of the congregation.

The Moderator also intimated that the Church Hymnary was being revised and placed a list
of the proposed content on the table for elders to inspect.

6.2.3 Other Correspondence

The Session Clerk intimated that he had received letters giving information about various
courses for elders and for members and information would be summarised in the Focus
magazine. Various organisations were seeking assistance with fund raising and, where
appropriate, this information would be publicised within the church.

6.3 Deputy Session Clerk

6.3.1 Communion Duties

The Deputy Session Clerk intimated that Communion Duties were displayed on the notice
board in the Session Room and elders were asked to confirm that they could undertake their
allocated duties.

7. ROLLKEEPER
The rollkeeper had prepared a printed report giving notification of change of address as
follows.

Name From District To District

Mr Donald Wood 50 Stamperland Drive 16 24 Midcroft Ave 59

Mrs Dorothy Wood Glasgow, G44 5RG

Mrs Elaine Foster 24 Midcroft Ave 59 12 Calderside Grove 59
Glasgow, G44 5RG East Kilbride, G74 3SP

Mrs Jennifer 50 Stamperland Drive 16 44 Semphill Gardens 59

Templeton East Kilbride, G74 3UH

Mr Charles Hamill 24 Nethercliffe Avenue 50 D/2 River Court 56

Mrs Catherine Hamill 203 Busby Road, G76 8DR

8 PRESBYTERY ELDER

Gordon Robertson stated that Presbytery had met the previous evening for well over three
hours. Topics of potential interest to the Kirk Session were that the ministers of both
Cathcart South Parish Church and New Cathcart were leaving their charges; a new chaplain
had been appointed to the Victoria Infirmary; it was proposed that there would be a reduction
in the number of presbyteries in Scotland. It had been announced that The Rev Alastair
Cherry will be a commissioner to the General Assembly in 2002. The presbytery had a new
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web site www.glasgowkirks.org.
9. PERMANENT COMMITTEE REPORTS
9.1 Business Committee
No report
9.2 Community Committee
No report. With the continuing illness of Fraser MacKintosh the committee did not have an
active convenor and Mrs Sheila Mclintosh was the only other committee member. It was
agreed that the Business and Nominations Committees would consider the membership of
this committee.
9.3 Youth Committee
The Convenor, Jim Currie stated that Derek and Karen Brown were leading the Seekers and
had established a rota of helpers. Quest would start on Sunday, 18th November, under the
leadership of Tom McPherson and with assistance from Miss Jill Russell and Mrs Catherine
Drew.
It was stated that no one was now in charge of organising the creche and volunteers were
being sought.
The Moderator brought the situation regarding the Leadership problems of the Scouts to the
attention of the elders. At present there were eleven scouts but only one Scout Leader - Joe
Mailley, who was once more building up the number of boys. The District Commissioner
had stated that a Scout troop could not function with only one leader and it was proposed that
the Scouts had an association with the troop in Netherlee or the troop in Crookfur.
Volunteers were being sought to assist with leading the scouts.
9.4 Nomination Committee
No report.
9.5 Worship Committee
It was reported that the worship committee were considering whether it might be worthwhile
trying to have an opportunity after Sunday morning worship to discuss the sermon and
would report their deliberations at a future Session Meeting.
9.6 Mission Committee
No report.
10. STUDY PERIOD - BALVONIE FOLLOW UP
For the Study Period the Kirk Session was divided into four groups and each group
considered one of the following four questions:
How we could improve the way in which we bring God’s message to people?
How could we improve how we reach out to people, supporting them, showing care,
compassion, love and fun?
How we could make sure that we are a joy to belong to?
and How we could make sure that we are a moving with the times and being relevant?
Each group reported back to the meeting summarising the main points discussed. The
scribes for each group were requested to hand their notes to the Session Clerk so that the
members of the Balvonie Committee could study them and prepare a summary.

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next regular meeting was intimated to be Monday, 10th December 2001 at
7.30 pm. The Session would next meet at 10.40 am on Sunday, 2nd December, 2001 prior to
the Communion Service.

12 CLOSURE
There being no further business the meeting closed with a benediction by the Moderator.

............................................ Session Clerk

................................................... Moderator
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KIRK SESSION MEETING
Held on Monday, 10th December 2001 at 7.30 p.m.
in the Session House, Stamperland Parish Church

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted with scripture reading from Isaiah Chapter 55 and prayer.

2. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Moderator welcomed all present. Apologies were received from Mrs Kay Bolton, Mrs
Nancy Fisher, Mrs Jennie Fraser, Mrs Dorothy Wood, Miss Janet Stewart, Jim Currie,
Connell Cranston, Robert Dunsmuir, Alastair Graham, Sam Esler, Fraser MacKintosh, Eddie
Paterson, Gordon Robertson, David Stewart and Ken Stewart...

3 SEDERUNT
The Rev Alastair J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 27 ruling elders.

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 14th November, 2001, having been
previously circulated, were accepted as printed.

5 BUSINESS ARISING

51 The Leprosy Mission Scotland

Miss Grace Scott and Mrs Edith Moseley were thanked for having completed all of the
arrangements in connection with the meeting of The Leprosy Mission Scotland held in the
church on Wednesday, 5th December 2001. It was reported that approximately 30 people
had attended the meeting.

5.2 Changes to Serving of Communion

Several elders indicated that there had been a number of comments regarding the serving of
bread as a finger as being unhygienic. It was decided to continue serving bread in finger
format and review the practice at a future date.

5.3  Application for Hot Food Takeaway at 143 Stamperland Gardens

The Session Clerk advised that an appeal had been lodged by the applicant against the
decision made by East Renfrewshire Council to refuse the application. The reasons for the
Church’s objections to the application would be considered in any appeal.

6. CORRESPONDENCE / INTIMATIONS

6.1 Moderator

6.1.1 Register of Fabric and Gifts

The Moderator showed Elders the Register of Fabric and Gifts which Sam Esler had
prepared and had presented to the church. The Register contained many photographs and
gave comprehensive description of the fabric, furnishings and gifts.

The elders present requested that the clerk write to Sam Esler thanking him for his gift and
expressing appreciation for the hard work and dedication evident in its compilation.

6.1.2 Maintenance Work Undertaken at the Manse

The Moderator said that he was pleased to report the successful completion of a number of
maintenance projects at the manse. These included replacement of the bathroom shower, re-
decoration of the kitchen following damage from the leaking shower, the laying of chips on
the paths in the rear garden and the fitting of new carpet on the hall and stairs.

6.2 Session Clerk

The Session Clerk stated that he had received no correspondence relevant to the business of
the meeting.

6.3 Deputy Session Clerk

The Moderator informed the Session Meeting that Margo Neilson had been taken to hospital
during the previous week. She was back home and had been instructed to “take things
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easily”.

7. ROLLKEEPER

The Roll Keeper presented the statistics for the attendance at the December communion as
follows

Morning Afternoon Total
Members 193 26 219
Visitors 2 0 2
Total 195 26 221

The total number of members who communicated represents 44.6 per cent of the
membership.

There were three new members: Mr Graham Drew and Mrs Catherine Drew, 16 Balvie
Avenue, Giffnock and Mrs Catherine Nicholson, 34 Netherhill Avenue.

David Dundas intimated the death of one member, Mr Daniel MacKissock.

8 PRESBYTERY ELDER
No report

9. PERMANENT COMMITTEE REPORTS

9.1 Worship Committee

A printed report of the previous two meetings of the Worship Committee was circulated.
Two topics, the format of the 10.00 a.m. Sunday Morning Service and the provision of an
opportunity for the congregation to discuss the Sermon, were considered in some detail.

The Moderator stated that the format of the early morning service had not changed since the
pilgrimage to lona in 1992. The Sunday School, the Youth Group and the BB Bible Class
all met during the 10 a.m. service and it was opportune to consider whether the Sunday
School and the Youth Group could participate in some part of the early morning worship. It
was reported that Orchardhill Parish Church hold an early service which is attended by the
older Sunday School pupils and that it was the intention of the Worship Committee to attend
the service at Orchardhill on 10™ February 2002 with a view to seeing whether aspects of the
format of the service could be adopted by Stamperland Parish Church.

The moderator stated that the Worship Committee had considered the discussion by the
congregation of the sermon but had not come to any firm conclusions. Following discussion,
it was agreed that the views of the congregation should be sought in a section of the
guestionnaire which should be issued as part of the follow-up to Balvonie.

9.2 Mission Committee

No report. Elders present were asked to assistance in delivering the remaining Christmas
Cards to all homes within the parish.

9.3 Nomination Committee

It was reported that Dorothy Wood was joining the Nominations Committee.

9.4 Business, Community and Youth Committees

There were no reports from the Business, Community and Youth Committees.

10 DISTRIBUTION OF OTHERS FUND

The Session Clerk intimated that there was £631.38 in the other’s Fund. It was proposed
that £200 should be transferred to the Benevolent Fund and that £400 should be donated to
St Paul’s Church, Provanmill. The Moderator stated that St Paul’s Church was facing severe
financial problems and that our support would be very much appreciated.

11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Moderator stated that metal trays for holding communion wine glasses had been stored
in the Session Clerk’s Office for many years. The trays were of no real monetary value and
were not required. The trays bore the name “South Shawlands Church” and had either been
gifted or lent by South Shawlands Church some time in the past. It was suggested that the
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trays be returned to South Shawlands and this was agreed by the meting.

12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The dates of the next meetings were confirmed as Sunday, 13th January 2002 immediately
following Morning Worship and Wednesday, 13th February at 7.30 pm.

13 CLOSURE
There being no further business the meeting was closed with all elders present standing to
say “The Grace”.

............................................ Session Clerk

................................................... Moderator

KIRK SESSION MEETING
Held on Sunday 13" January 2002
Immediately after Morning Worship in Stamperland Parish Church

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted with a prayer.

2. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Moderator welcomed all present. Apologies were received from Miss Janet Stewart and
Alastair Graham.

3 SEDERUNT
The Rev Alastair J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 28 ruling elders.

4 ATTESTATION OF ROLL

The Roll Keeper, David Dundas, made the Communion Roll was available for inspection. A
table showing the Communion Roll Statistics for the year ending 31% December 2001 was
circulated to the Elders and the figures are reproduced below. The Elders present agreed that
the Communion Roll Statistics be recorded as tabulated.

Number on Communion Roll as at 31* December 2000 496
Number removed from Roll during 2001 by Death 11
by Certificate 2
by Otherwise 0
13
Number added to Roll during 2001 by Profession 2
by Certificate 5
by Otherwise 0
7
Number on Communion Roll as at 31* December 2001 490
Number on Supplementary Roll as at 31° December 2001 25

It was reported that sixty four per cent of members communicated at least once during 2001.
The Moderator thanked David Dundas for all of the work which he undertook as Roll
Keeper.

Session Clerk.......oouevveen.. 19 Moderator ...........



20

5 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

5.1 Review of Supplementary Roll

David Dundas stated that elders with Districts in which members on the supplementary Roll
were recorded as dwelling had been asked to check that the members addresses were correct
and inform the Roll Keeper of any changes.

51 Address of a Member

David Dundas stated that Mrs Rosemary Morrison had moved and her new address was not
recorded. The Moderator said that he had Mrs Morrison’s address in Aberdeen and would
pass it to the Roll Keeper.

6 CLOSURE
There being no further business, the meeting closed with a benediction by the Moderator.

............................................ Session Clerk

................................................... Moderator

KIRK SESSION MEETING
Held on Wednesday, 13th February 2002 at 7.30 p.m.
in the Session House, Stamperland Parish Church

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted with scripture reading from Joel Chapter 2, a meditation for
Ash Wednesday and prayer.

2 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Mrs Dorothy Wood and from Messers. Jim Currie, John
Curror, David Dundas, Sam Esler, Bob Hutcheson, Fraser MacKintosh, Bill Paterson, Eddie
Patterson, John Russell, David Stewart and Ken Stewart

3 SEDERUNT
The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 28 ruling elders. The Student Assistant, Mrs Hilary
MacDougall was also present.

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The Draft Minute of the meeting held on Wednesday, 10™ December 2001 was read and
accepted as a true record. It was noted that there were two errors in the Draft of the Minute
of the meeting held on Sunday, 14™ January 2001 which had been circulated to Elders.
References to “December 2002” should have been to “December 2000”. With this
amendment incorporated, it was agreed that the minute would be a true record.

5 BUSINESS ARISING
The Moderator stated that the metal trays for holding communion wine glasses had been
returned to South Shawlands Church.
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6. CORRESPONDENCE / INTIMATIONS
6.1 Moderator
6.1.1 Clarkston Disaster Memorial Service
The Moderator intimated that a request had been made by the local council to hold a
Memorial Service to mark the Clarkston Disaster. The Service would be held in
Stamperland Parish Church on Friday 5" April at 11.15. The Council had also requested that
the church should be open on the morning of Friday 5™ April and from 10.00 until 14.00 and
on Saturday 6" April to allow people to sign a Book of Remembrance. The Session
unanimously agreed these requests.
The Moderator said that a plague would be unveiled by Councillor Hutcheson during the
memorial service. At a later time, the plague would be placed in the vestibule of the
Clarkston Hall. Following the church service, trees would be planted outside Clarkston Hall
as a visible memorial.
The Moderator said that he had asked representatives from other churches to participate in
the Service. Dr Angus Stewart, who had been minister of Greenbank Parish Church at the
time of the disaster, would preach a sermon and representatives from St Aidan’s and St
Joseph’s would also take part.
6.1.2 Moderator’s Holiday Arrangements
The Moderator intimated that he had made the following holiday arrangements.
14 — 23 March.  Pulpit supply: Monika Walker
1% Sunday in MayPulpit supply: Rev David Lunan, Presbytery Clerk Designate
Sundays 11", 18" and 25™ August.
6.1.3 Moderator’s Arrangements for Study Leave
The Moderator intimated that in relation to his Study Leave at Princeton University he would
be away from home from 31* May until 22" June.

6.1.4 Funerals

The Moderator commented that, since the start of the year, he had conducted three funerals
and that he would be conducting three funerals later in the week. The circumstances
pertaining to certain funerals were sometimes very difficult and could be the source of
considerable stress and strain.

6.2 Session Clerk

6.2.1 Letter from Miss Janet Stewart

The Clerk read a letter which he had received from Miss Janet Stewart. In her letter Janet
stated that her father, Mr Ken Stewart, had been experiencing some difficulty in carrying out
his elder’s duties. With regret, he wished to be relieved of his elder’s district and have his
name placed on the Retired Elder’s List.

The Moderator and elders understood the reason for Ken’s wish to retire and agreed to his
request. The Moderator and many of the elders present commented on Ken’s faithfulness in
undertaking his elder’s duties and the fact that he had continued to carry them out long after
failing eyesight must have made the task rather difficult.

6.2.2 Letter from Mr John Russell

The Clerk read a letter which he had received from Mr John Russell. In his letter John gave
notice that he wished to resign from the eldership at the end of May 2002. He stated that he
and his wife, Sandra, intended to join Cartsbridge Church at the beginning of June, a
decision which had been taken after much thought and prayer. In his letter, John thanked the
Kirk Session and members of the church for their fellowship and support throughout the last
twenty years.

The Moderator said that Mr and Mrs Russell and their three daughters would be sadly
missed; the Russell family had been actively involved in the life of the church.

6.2.3 Letter from Scottish Executive

The Clerk intimated that he had received a letter from the Inquiry Reporters Unit of the
Development Department of the Scottish Executive. The letter informed that, further to the
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Planning Appeal lodged in connection with the hot food shop at 143 Stamperland Gardens,
arrangements have been made for a Reporter to make an accompanied site inspection at 3.30
pm on Monday 4" March 2002. The visit was to acquaint the Reporter with the physical
aspects of the site and no discussion would be allowed on the merits of the case.

6.2.4 Elder’s Districts and Elder’'s Teams

It was pointed out that several elders including Fraser MacKintosh and Eddie Patterson were
unwell and would not be able to visit their districts before the March Communion. Elders
were reminded to ensure that team members would arrange to visit the homes of members
normally covered by any incapacitated elders.

6.3 Deputy Session Clerk

6.3.1 Communion Duties

The deputy clerk advised that she was seeking confirmation from elders of their availability
for duty at the March Communion Services

7. Rollkeeper

The Rollkeeper’s report was printed and circulated to elders prior to the meeting and is filed
an Annex to the Minutes. The report recorded the deaths of three members - Mr Denis
Stewart, Mr Alan Robertson and Mrs Lily Cherrie. The Moderator announced two further
deaths, Mr Douglas Tulloch on 20" January and Mrs Maisie Smith on 7" February.

The Moderator intimated the transfer of a new member, Mrs Ray McNiven, from Kelvin
Stevenson Memorial Church.

8. Presbytery Elder

A printed report of the Presbytery meeting on 11th December 2001, was circulated to
members. The report was accepted and is filed as an Appendix. A verbal report was given
of the proceedings of the Preshytery on the previous evening, 12" February. Aspects which
were highlighted included the following:

A service to mark the retrial of Revd Alex Cunningham as Clerk to the Presbytery of
Glasgow would be held in Renfield St Stephens Parish Church on 10™ April.

The editor of the Presbytery Newsletter died, very suddenly, on 19" January.

Langside Parish Church was purchasing a new organ at a cost of £8000.

Toryglen Parish Church had been given permission to call a minister.

Cathcart South and New Cathcart Churches — re-appraisal was being considered.

The announcement made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer that VAT would be charged at
a reduced rate for repair work carried out on churches only applied if the church had been
designated as a Listed Building.

9. Permanent Committee Reports
There were no permanent committee reports.

10.  Stated Annual Meeting, 10™ March 2002

The Moderator proposed that the Stated Annual Meeting should be an integral part of
Morning Worship on Sunday, 10" March. The service would include interviews with the
convenors of the four main board committees and with four members of the congregation.
The minister would give a short address. The proposal was unanimously approved.

11. Baptismal Arrangements

The Moderator expressed concerns which he and others had regarding the control of children
at morning worship. At a recent service of baptism, a number of children belonging to
families who were friends or relations of the baptismal parties became unsettled and this had
highlighted a number of problems. Several young children cried or shouted and at least one
walked around the church. Whilst the behaviour may have been distracting to the
congregation, the very real potential danger to young children falling down the chancel steps
or managing to pull the font down on top of themselves was a major concern.

Elders were aware that many young children might have difficulty remaining seated and
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silent for an hour and agreed that children should be encouraged to go to the Sunday School
or creche. It was mentioned that on the particular Sunday which had raised this concern, the
duty team had not escorted visitors to the pews reserved for the Baptismal party and, as a
consequence, members of the families and their friends were scattered around the church.
The Moderator said many people attending a baptismal service might not be regular
churchgoers and might not understand the format of morning worship which included
baptism. To this end, he was considering preparing a booklet which could be given to the
family of the child to be baptised, well in advance of the service. The booklet could contain
information about the arrangements for the Sunday School and the créche and would invite
children (and their parents, if appropriate) to leave the church and attend Sunday School or
the créche. It would be explained that all Sunday School children came back into church for
the christening and that no one would miss the sacrament of baptism. One idea might be to
have a “Baptism Person” who would be responsible for following up the minister’s initial
visit to the family. This person would discuss the practical arrangements associated with
friends and family attending the christening, explain the opportunity for young children to
attend Sunday School or créche and leave a copy of the booklet. The “Baptism Person”
could also ensure appropriate information was given to those responsible for organising the
presentation of the flowers and prayer book and to the leaders of the créche and Sunday
School departments.

Mrs Nancy Fisher said that this subject was one which the ad-hoc committee on Baptism
should consider. It was agreed that the ad-hoc committee should meet and report back to a
future Session Meeting.

Avrising from the discussion on the role of duty team members in escorting people to a pew,
the Moderator stated that on several recent occasions no duty team member had been present
to cover the early service at 10 o’clock. The Clerk was asked to write to the Clerk to the
Congregational Board raising the matter and requesting that steps be taken which would
ensure there was always at least one person on duty.

11. Balvonie / Church without walls

It was planned to watch the Video “Church without Walls”. However, the video player
would not operate and it was agreed that study of the video would be postponed to the next
meeting.

12. Elders visits to organisations

The clerk reminded elders who had responsibility for visiting organisations that they should
not forget to undertake a visit and report back to the Session, (via the Youth Committee, if
appropriate) at the May meeting. Several members stated that they had found their visits to
various organisations very useful and that they were building up good relations with the
leaders. They suggested that it might be beneficial for elders to continue visiting one
organisation for several years rather than visiting different organisations on a rota basis.

13. Any Other Business
There was no other business

14. Dates of Next Meetings
The dates of the next regular meetings were confirmed as Monday, 11" March, 2002 and
Wednesday, 10™ April, 2002. The date of the March Communion was Sunday, 3" March.

15. Closure
The meeting was closed with benediction by the Moderator.

............................................ Session Clerk

................................................... Moderator

Session Clerk.......oouevveen.. 23 Moderator ...........



24

KIRK SESSION MEETING
Held on Monday, 11™ March 2002 at 7.30 p.m.
in the Session House, Stamperland Parish Church

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted with scripture reading from John Chapter 16 and prayer.

2 APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Mrs Ann Bruce and Mrs Jane Curror and from Messers. Sam
Esler, Alastair Graham and Eddie Patterson.

3 SEDERUNT
The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 32 ruling elders.

4 TRIBUTE TO DENIS STEWART
The Moderator read a tribute to Denis Stewart who died in January.

5 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

The Draft Minute of the meeting held on Wednesday, 13" February had been circulated
previously. It was noted that there was an error in item 6.2.1 where the spelling “Stewart”
should have appeared rather than “Stuart”. With this amendment incorporated, it was agreed
that the minute would be a true record.

6 BUSINESS ARISING

6.1 Clarkston Disaster Memorial Service

The moderator stated that he had more information about the Memorial Service to be held in
the church on Friday, 5™ April. Approximately 200 people were anticipated to attend. TV
cameras would be present. There would be at least one pew reserved for special guests
including the Lord Lieutenant, the Police Chief, the Chief Fire Officer and the Provost. At
the end of the service the congregation would walk, in procession, to the Clarkston Halls.
There was a request for elders to be in attendance prior to the service to welcome people and
show them to their seats. Names were given to the Clerk after the close of the meeting.

The moderator said there would be a Book of Condolence in the vestibule which those
attending the memorial Service would be invited to sign. The Book of Condolence would
also be available for signing on Saturday, 6™ April from 10.00 am until 12.00 noon and from
1.00 p.m. until to 3.00 p.m. and on Sunday, 7" April following Morning Worship.  Pat
Mcllraith and Grace Scott volunteered to be present on the Saturday morning; Sandra
Halliday and Janis Herriot volunteered to be present on the Saturday afternoon.

7. CORRESPONDENCE / INTIMATIONS

7.1 Moderator

7.1.1 Stated Annual Meeting

The Moderator said that he considered that the experiment of holding the Stated Annual
meeting as part of Morning Worship had been a success. Elders were in general agreement
and there was praise for the way in which the four members of the congregation who had
been interviewed by John Curror had spoken.

David Stewart commented later during the meeting that several of the speakers at the Stated
Annual Meeting had been rather inaudible and that some of the members who read the
intimations and Bible readings on Sunday mornings were also indistinct. It was agreed that
all people who were speaking from the lectern or using a microphone should be advised that
the microphone was simply an aid to communication and that they did require to speak out
loudly for the microphone to have a useful effect.

7.1.2 Pulpit Supply

The Moderator said that the Rev Martin Johnston would lead Morning Worship on the first
Sunday in June.
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7.2 Session Clerk

7.2.1 Playgroup

The clerk informed the meeting that he had received a letter from the secretary of the
Playgroup intimating that it was likely that the playgroup would cease to exist at the end of
the summer term.

7.2.2 Presbytery Inspection of Records

The clerk stated that he had received a letter from the Convenor of the Presbytery
Superintendence Committee intimating that the Annual Inspection of Records would take
place on Monday 18" March at Busby Parish Church.

7.3 Deputy Session Clerk

Margo Neilson thanked Elders for the efficient way in which they had all carried out
Communion duties.

8 ROLLKEEPER

8.1 Report
The Rollkeeper, David Dundas, gave the following report:
Deaths:
Mrs Maisie Smith, Avonhaugh Nursing Home, Stonehouse. District 60
Mr Douglas Tulloch, 9C Fairfield Court. District 56
New members:
Mrs Rachel McNiven, 78 Moray Drive. District 1
(From Kelvin Stevenson Memaorial Church)
Mr J Lawrence Grant, Flat 1, Strawhill Court District 46
(From New Cathcart Church)
Mrs Charlotte Thornton, 60 Stamperland Avenue District 14

(restored to the Communion Roll from the Supplementary Roll)
Members Removed:

Mrs Eilidh Gray, 8 Holehouse Road, Eaglesham, G76 6JF, had requested a

Certificate of Transference to Eaglesham Parish Church
8.2 Review of Supplementary Roll
David Dundas presented the following information.
Restored to Communion Roll

Mrs Charlotte Thornton, 60 Stamperland Avenue District 14
Removed from Supplementary Roll by the Kirk Session

Mr John Sleigh 93 Stamperland Avenue

Mr Angus Kean 19 Randolph Drive

Mrs Irene Kean 19 Randolph Drive

Mr William Kennedy 41 Monteith Drive

Mrs Irene Kennedy 41 Monteith Drive

Mrs Agnes Brown Bonnyton Nursing Home
The total number of names on the Supplementary Roll was 18.
8.3 Calculation of Communion Attendance Statistics
David Dundas stated the percentage of members attending communion was expressed as a
percentage of the total number of members on the Communion Roll. Since a number of
members were not able to attend as a result of disability he wondered if it would be more
appropriate to calculate the percentage attendance excluding members physically unable to
attend. Following some discussion it was agreed that the Business Committee should check
to see whether there is any specific requirement to produce such figures.

9. PRESBYTERY ELDER
There was no report since the Presbytery had not met since 12" February

10. PERMANENT COMMITTEE REPORTS

10.1  Worship Committee
There was no report from the Worship Committee.
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10.1.1 Summer Services

David Dundas said that three people had told him that they felt they were not getting a
“proper church service” when elders or other lay people conducted Worship during the
summer. The Moderator said that there was a shortage of ministers. There were 23 vacant
charges in the area. In two years time, with the impending retirement of a number of
ministers, there would be insufficient ministers in the Church of Scotland in relation to the
number of charges. In five years time it was anticipated that every minister would be an
interim moderator. Whilst there was an increase in the number of church members being
trained as lay readers, many of the existing lay readers were rather old and there would be a
shortage. The Moderator said that Church of Scotland members would have to recognise
that there were simply insufficient ministers for every church to have full-time ministry and
full-time ministerial cover.

10.1.2 Communion Bread

Willie Anderson and David Stewart said that they had heard complaints following the
serving of bread in finger form at Communion. Disappointment was expressed that there
had been complaints — breaking bread was symbolic of the breaking of Christ’s body. It was
pointed out that the Elders on duty at Communion were served with a piece of bread, broke a
piece and passed it on. There were suggestions that the bread be served in napkins but this
would be messy and also inappropriate. The Moderator said that if there were deep-rooted
objections to bread fingers within the congregation we should revert to the cubes of bread.
10.2 Nomination

There was no report from the Nomination Committee.

The Moderator reported that following the Stated Annual Meeting, Mrs Jane Curror had
volunteered to be the Stewardship Convenor. The Moderator expressed his thanks to Jane on
behalf of the Nominations Committee, the Business Committee and the whole Session.

11. BALVONIE / CHURCH WITHOUT WALLS

The Moderator introduced the video, “Church without Walls”, by saying that in many ways
the Session’s discussions at Balvonie mirrored the ideas behind the “Church without Walls”.
In Scotland, 86 per cent of the population did not attend church regularly — they were
“beyond the walls”. The church had to work out how to reach these people. New formats
of worship may be needed. As had been said at the previous day’s Stated Annual Meeting,
some families have problems with the timings of church services and Sunday School. Our
discussions which were initiated at Balvonie were aimed at ensuring that our church was
relevant and reached out to the community. The video was then shown.

Following the video there was some discussion relating to attracting young people into
church. Margo Neilson said that she and Grace Scott had visited the Seekers. Within the
Seekers there was a group who were keen to be involved in music making at church. This
was welcomed by Mrs Jennie Fraser.

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next regular meeting was confirmed as Wednesday, 10" April, 2002.

14. CLOSURE

The meeting was closed with all present standing to say “the Grace”.

............................................ Session Clerk

................................................... Moderator
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KIRK SESSION MEETING
Held on Sunday 7" April 2002 in Stamperland Parish Church,
immediately following the close of Morning Worship

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted with a prayer.

2 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Mrs Ann Bruce and Mrs Evelyn Graham, and from Messers.
Willie Anderson, Stuart Bruce, James Currie, David Dundas, Eddie Patterson and Gordon
Robertson.

3 SEDERUNT
The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 24 ruling elders.

4 APPOINTMENT OF PRESBYTERY ELDER

The Moderator stated that Gordon Robertson had indicated he was agreeable to serve as
Presbytery Elder for a further year and asked whether any other elder wished to serve as
Presbytery Elder. With no one present indicating any desire to serve, the Moderator asked
those present if they were minded to elect Gordon Robertson as Presbytery Elder. There was
unanimous approval and the moderator declared Gordon Robertson to be duly elected as
Presbytery Elder.

5. CLOSURE
The meeting was closed with benediction

.............................................. Session Clerk

................................................. Moderator

STAMPERLAND PARISH CHURCH
KIRK SESSION MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, 24" APRIL 2002
AT 7.30 PM IN THE SESSION HOUSE

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted a reading from Psalm 63 and a prayer.

2 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Miss Jan Barr, Miss Grace Scott, Miss Janet Stewart and Miss
Jess Thomson and from Messers. John Dodds, Sam Esler, Gordon Robertson and David
Stewart.

3 SEDERUNT
The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 27 ruling elders.

4 TRIBUTE TO GEORGE PATERSON

The Moderator paid tribute to George Paterson who died on Monday, 22™ April. The
Moderator then led the Kirk Session in prayer, thanking God for George’s life and work and
asking God to give courage and strength to George’s wife, Winnie, at this time of sadness.
A copy of the Tribute is kept on file.
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5 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Minutes of the meetings held on Monday, 11™ March, 2002 and Sunday 7" April 2002,
having been previously circulated, were accepted as printed.

6 BUSINESS ARISING
There was no business arising which would not be covered by the Agenda items.

7 CORRESPONDENCE / INTIMATIONS

7.1 Moderator

The Moderator stated that he was pleased with the Memorial Service which was held to mark
the Clarkston Disaster. Around 500 people attended and all of the comments which he had
received had been very positive. Whilst many of the congregation had been deeply moved
by the service they had also found it to be a source of comfort and uplift. These sentiments
were agreed by several of the elders present.

The Moderator stated that he had responsibilities regarding Greenbank Church and that he
was being kept very busy attending to these matters as well as other cases being dealt with
by the Presbytery Superintendence Committee.

7.2 Session Clerk

7.2.1 Letter from Robert Dunsmuir

The clerk read a letter which he had received from Robert Dunsmuir announcing that he was
moving to Leeds to take up a position at the Infirmary and would consequently no longer be
able to fulfil his duties as an elder or as Chair of the Mission Committee. The letter
expressed his thanks for the kindness and welcome shown to him, his wife and family by
church members and he offered his prayers and best wishes to everyone and the future of the
Church in Stamperland.

Robert’s resignation was accepted. Elders were sad that he had to move away from the
Glasgow area to find a post where his particular surgical skills were required.

7.2.2 Census

The Clerk stated that he had received a letter from the Scottish Church Census requesting
that Stamperland Church take a Census of members attending Church on Sunday, 12" May.
The Census was supported by all of the major churches in Scotland. It was agreed that the
Census should be undertaken as requested.

7.2.3 Erskine Hospital

A letter had been received from Erskine Hospital thanking the congregation for their
donation of £95.48. Representatives from the Hospital would be pleased to come and give a
presentation to a Church Group.

7.2.4 Royal Scottish Agricultural Benevolent Institution

A letter had been received from the RSABI thanking the congregation for their donation of
£281.18.

7.2.5 Hot Food Shop

Letters had been received from the Scottish Executive and the Church of Scotland Law
Department advising that the appeal for planning permission to open a hot food shop at 143
Stamperland Gardens has been dismissed by the Reporter and that planning permission has
been refused. The Reporter’s decision is final subject to the right of any aggrieved person to
apply to the Court of Session within six weeks of the decision.

7.2.6 Dramatic Club

A letter had been received from the secretary of the Stamperland Church Dramatic Club
advising that, after an Extra Ordinary Meeting of the Club on Tuesday, 5% March, the Club
was disbanded due to a lack of active members. Disappointment was expressed by elders
who hoped that at a future time the club may become active.

7.2.7 Spring Fair

The Clerk reminded elders that the Kirk Session would man the “Plant and Gardening Stall”
and asked that elders who were not occupied in helping at other stalls endeavour to assist.
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7.2.8 Reports from visitors to organisations

Elders with responsibility for visiting organisations were reminded that they should have
reports ready for the next meeting.

7.3 Deputy Session Clerk

The Deputy Session Clerk asked that elders complete and return a small questionnaire
regarding their availability to help with communion preparations and their willingness to
read the welcome and scripture lessons on a Sunday morning.

8 ROLLKEEPER

The Rollkeeper intimated that Mr Thomas Pearston and his wife Mrs Elizabeth Pearston had
moved from 162 Randolph Drive (District 22) to 34 Fordyce Court, Capelrig Court, Newton
Mearns, G77 6TW. They wished to transfer to Newton Mearns Parish Church and had
requested a Certificate of Transference.

Mrs Sandra McLintock, 9 Pollock Ave, Eaglesham (District 56) had informed her elder that
she is no longer interested in membership of Stamperland Parish Church.

David Dundas intimated that Mrs Addie Dodds had died on 18" April and George Paterson
had died on 22™ April.

In response to a question from the Moderator it was confirmed that Dr Whitehead of
Stamperland Gardens was on the Communion Roll.

The Moderator stated that John and Sandra Russell were planning to attend Cartsbridge
Church from the beginning of June. As that church did not recognise Certificates of
Transference he recommended that no immediate action should be taken to remove John and
Sandra from the roll.

9 PRESBYTERY ELDER
The Presbytery Elder’s report was read to the meeting by the Clerk. A copy of the Report
has been filed.

10. PERMANENT COMMITTEE REPORTS

10.1 Business

10.1.1 Course for elders and members on leading worship

The Moderator intimated that Mrs Sheilah Steven was willing to present a six-session course
for elders and church members interested in leading worship. The course is designed to
equip members to lead church services with their minister’s permission. Mr Cherry
recommended that a course be held in Stamperland Church in the Autumn, probably on
Sunday afternoons. It was agreed that the course should be held and Mr Cherry undertook to
contact Sheilah Steven to initiate arrangements.

10.1.2 Covenant Players

Mr Cherry said that he had been approached by a representative of the Covenant Players.
The Covenant Players are a small group of actors who have a huge repertoire of short plays
suitable for incorporating into worship services. They were available to come to
Stamperland Church on the 15" or 22" September. The Moderator suggested that it might
be appropriate to have the Players at the Annual Dedication Service. The Players charged a
fee of £150 and would wish to be offered accommodation by members of the church. It was
agreed that the Covenant Players should be invited.

10.2 Community

Grace Scott had attended an information meeting of the South Glasgow University Hospitals
NHS Trust on local faith communities. Grace’s notes of the meeting were read by the clerk.
At the meeting, Janet McMahon, Chaplaincy Co-ordinator, described aspects of the multi-
faith Chaplaincy Centre at the Southern General Hospital. She said that the Trust and its
staff respect everyone’s religion and the religious needs of all patients and that it is
recognised that spiritual care is an important component in health care for all patients. It was
stated that Bibles are readily available.

10.3 Mission, Nomination and Youth

There were no reports from these committees.
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10.4  Worship

10.4.1 Future Development of Early Morning Worship and Sunday School

The Moderator introduced the topic of possible changes to the format of the early Sunday
Service. In general, attending Sunday School was not a fashionable activity and, in most
churches, teachers struggled to get children to attend. The Moderator said that several
months ago he had attended the Family Service at Orchardhill Parish Church. The service
starts at 10 o’clock and is attended by all of the Sunday School. Many children come and sit
with their parents at the start of the service. Before the sermon starts the children leave and
go to the hall(s) to carry out “activities” before returning for the final part of the service.
After the service members can meet for a cup of tea or coffee. A second service begins at
11.15; the format of the later service is more “traditional”. The family service was described
as being very lively. There was a large youth orchestra. Since its introduction three years
ago the service has attracted new people to attend church.

Stuart Bruce stated that a about half-a-dozen of the Sunday School teachers would be leaving
at the end of the session. The reduced number of teachers would make it very difficult to
maintain the present format of Sunday School. The type of activity carried out by the young
people at Orchardhill could be supervised by fewer adults and Sunday School teachers could
be used on a rotational basis, e.g. one month the teacher would supervise activities and the
next month would remain at morning worship.

A range of questions and points were raised by various elders. These included whether all of
the Sunday School teachers had been fully-consulted on possible changes and what their
views were; difficulties which might arise regarding hall accommodation for all ages of
Sunday School, BB Bible Class, etc.; the views of the members who liked the format of the
present early morning service.

It was decided that a joint meeting be held of the Worship Committee and the Sunday School
staff to explore some of these issues

10.4.2 Time of the Morning Service during summer

Elders were asked to decide the time of the morning service during the summer months. The
meeting decided that members would be balloted on the next two Sundays with the choice of
a 10.00 a.m. service or an 11.00 a.m service. The time nominated by the majority would
hold.

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Alf Dunbar made a request that members of the choir should not be selected to serve
communion at the morning service since this depletes the number in the choir. Margo
Neilson said that she tried not to select choir members for duty but that this was not always
possible. Several of the elders within the choir had a desire to serve communion at least on
an occasional basis and should be given the opportunity. Whenever possible, the number of
choir members chosen to serve communion on a particular Sunday would be kept to a
minimum.

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday, 13" May.

13 CLOSURE
There being no further business, the meeting closed with all standing to say “The Grace”.

............................................ Session Clerk

................................................... Moderator
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STAMPERLAND PARISH CHURCH
KIRK SESSION MEETING ON MONDAY, 13" MAY 2002
AT 7.30 PM IN THE SESSION HOUSE

1 CONSTITUTION
The meeting was constituted a reading from Colossians and a prayer.

2 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Miss Jan Barr, Miss Grace Scott, Miss Jess Thomson, Mrs Pat
Mcllraith, Mrs Dorothy Wood, Messers Douglas Brown, Connel Cranston, David Cochran,
Jim Currie, John Curror, Alf Dunbar, Sam Esler, Alastair Graham and Gordon Robertson.

3 SEDERUNT
The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 22 ruling elders.

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 24™ April 2002, having been previously
circulated, were accepted as printed.

5 BUSINESS ARISING

5.1 Robert Dunsmuir

Whilst Robert Dunsmuir’s resignation as an elder had been accepted at the previous Session
Meeting he would remain on the Communion Roll until he wrote informing of his wish to
transfer to a church close to his new home.

5.2 Scottish Church’s Census

A census to record the number of people attending church was conducted in most churches
in Scotland on Sunday, 12" May. The Session Clerk stated that at Stamperland Parish
Church 13 people attended the 10 o’clock service and 153 had been present at the 11 o’clock
service giving a total attendance of 166 people. There were 45 men and 121 women. Over
70 per cent of those attending were aged over 45. It had been noted that there were probably
about a dozen people who normally attend on a regular basis who were not present on the
12" May. The typical attendance on a “normal Sunday morning” would thus be about 175.
At the start of the Service on 12" May there were over 80 Sunday School children in church
plus five teenage Sunday School helpers and five girls from Quest. When the BB is in
session around 30 Boys and officers would normally attend BB Bible Class on the Sunday
morning.

5.3 Spring Fair

The Moderator thanked the elders who had assisted at the Spring Fair. The Plant Stall,
which was manned by elders, had sold over £600 of plants.

5.4 Course for Elders and Members on Leading Worship

The Moderator stated that following discussions with Sheilah Steven she was willing to
come to Stamperland to present the training course for elders and church members on
Wednesday evenings. Provisional dates were agreed as 23™ and 30" October and 6™, 13",
20™ and 27" November.

5.5 Time of the Morning Service during Summer

Jane Curror announced that the votes cast in the ballot on the time of the morning service
during summer were as follows.

In favour of a 10.00 am service 117
In favour of an 11.00 am service 60
Spoiled papers 1

The Session agreed that Morning Worship would be held at 10.00 am during the summer.

Session Clerk.......oouevveen.. 31 Moderator ...........



32

6 CORRESPONDENCE / INTIMATIONS

6.1 Moderator

The Church Officer had written to the Minister and the Session Clerk seeking a reduction in
the time during which he was contracted to be present at the Church from 18 hours to 12
hours and suggesting that the payment be reduced in direct proportion. Specifically, the
Church Officer had requested that he would no longer be required to be present at the church
halls on Monday and Tuesday evenings when the Guides, Rainbow Guides and Guild were
meeting. Stuart Bruce left the meeting whilst the request was discussed.

The Moderator stated that everyone knew that Stuart worked much more than the number of
hours for which he was contracted. Members of the Kirk Session including those associated
with the Rainbow Guides and the Guild did not see that there would be any significant
problems in accommodating the Church Officer’s request. However, it was agreed that the
Guide Leaders should be informed and that the Guides might consider asking a parent to be
in attendance during the early part of the evening.

It was agreed to accede to the Church Officers request for a reduction in contracted hours
and it was also agreed that there should be no reduction in payment. This arrangement
including the reduction in the contracted hours would apply only as long as Stuart Bruce held
the post of church officer. The Session Clerk was instructed to write accordingly to the
Clerk to the Congregational Board.

6.2 Deputy Session Clerk

The Deputy Session Clerk asked elders to note the arrangements for the June Communion.

7 ROLLKEEPER

The Rollkeeper stated that he had no address for Mr Kenneth Sinclair. It was agreed that Mr
Sinclair be placed on the Supplementary Roll.

David Dundas asked whether Mr and Mrs John Russell should be removed from the Roll.
Mr Cherry said that, though they were now attending a different church, they did not wish to
sever their links with Stamperland. It was agreed that they should be transferred to the
Supplementary Roll.

The death of Mr George Wright of Leabank Gardens was intimated.

8 WORSHIP COMMITTEE

8.1 Future Development of Early Morning Worship and Sunday School

A paper summarising discussions between the Worship Committee and representatives of the
Sunday School held subsequent to the previous Session Meeting was circulated to elders.
The Moderator explained that there was a need to consider changing the formats of Sunday
School and of morning worship. Many churches had developed or adopted new forms of
worship, some particularly suited to the needs and aspirations of families, young adults and
youth. Locally, Orchardhill Parish Church had developed a form of early morning service
which was particularly successful in attracting families. About half-a-dozen Sunday School
teachers, including Eleanor Currie and Lynn Currie the leaders of the primary and beginners
departments, respectively, were leaving and now was a particularly opportune time to
consider changes.

A number of questions were raised regarding the nature of the proposed new services, their
formats, the availability of suitable accommodation, the organisation of the Sunday School,
the adequacy of staffing and the role of “Sunday school teachers”. A summary of the main
point which emerged is listed below:

«  The times of the morning services would be 9.45 and 11.00.

- Families would be encouraged to attend the early service.

«  The preacher at the 11.00 am service would normally have a “Children’s Address”
prepared so that it could be given should any children be present.

- During the early service the children would leave the church for about a twenty
minute period and undertake various activities in the church halls. Adults would
normally remain in church and would listen to a sermon. On occasions, there might
be a discussion or a talk or a play in place of the sermon.
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o The children’s activities would require adult supervision. This would be provided
by existing Sunday School teachers and volunteers. It was likely that the teachers
and volunteers would attend on a rota basis.

. There was sufficient hall accommodation for all activities. Two groups of children
would meet in the large hall, one group in the small hall. The BB Bible Class would
meet in the Session Room and Quest would meet in the downstairs hall.

«  Children would be encouraged to sit with their parents in church. When a child had
no parent attending they would sit with a Sunday School Teacher or volunteer. Each
child would be assigned to a small number of “designated teachers or volunteers” so
that long-term relationships could be built up.

- On Sundays when there was a baptism or youth parade, these would be at the early
service.

« On Communion Sundays the “Normal Communion” would be at 11.00 a.m. There
would be a communion at the 9.45 am service; possibly, in place of the sermon there
would be a short address and a shortened form of communion. Over time, different
forms may develop. There would also be a Communion Service at 3.00 pm.

- There would be opportunities for people other than the minister to participate in
leading worship.

- New songs would be introduced at the early service and, over time, new types of
musical accompaniment would develop. The music could build on the musical
activities being developed and undertaken with the children at Netherlee Primary
School.

o The term “Sunday School” would be dropped and replaced with a new name

After full discussion the Moderator asked the Elders present to state whether they were in
favour of implementing the changes. The Session agreed that the new arrangements should
take place from 1% September.

The Moderator said that the church had to be about new things and we had to launch out in
faith. A further meeting of the Worship Committee and Sunday School teachers was
scheduled for the 22" May and elders were invited to attend to show their support for the
initiative.

9 COMMUNION CARDS

It was decided that Communion Cards would no longer be issued and collected. The
statistics of the number of members taking communion were not used. In place of
Communion Cards elders would use “Invitation Cards”. These would not require to be
handed in at the front door on Communion Sunday.

10. DATE OF FUTURE MEETINGS

There was some discussion about the merit, or otherwise, of arranging to hold the
September, November and February meetings of the Kirk Session and the Congregational
Board on the same evening. It was decided that, since the Congregational Board were
planning to change the format of their meetings to incorporate a discussion time for each of
the Board committees, the idea of combined meetings would not be practical. Accordingly
the following dates were agreed for future meetings.

2002

Monday, 9" September
Monday, 7" October
Monday, 11" November
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2003
Sunday, 12" January, after Morning Worship
(to attest the Communion Roll and to elect Preshytery Elder)
Monday, 10" February
Monday, 10" March
Monday, 7" April
Monday, 12" May

11 MODERATORS STUDY LEAVE IN PRINCETON

During the Moderator’s study leave in America the Sunday services would be conducted by
Revd Martin Johnston and by Monika Walker. The Elders wished Mr Cherry a safe journey
to and from Princeton and their best wishes for success in his studies for D.Min.

12 CLOSURE
There being no further business, the meeting closed with all standing to say “The Grace”.

............................................ Session Clerk

................................................... Moderator

STAMPERLAND PARISH CHURCH
KIRK SESSION MEETING ON MONDAY, 9" SEPTEMBER 2002
AT 7.30 PM IN THE SESSION HOUSE

1 CONSTITUTION
The Moderator opened the meeting with a reading from Isaiah, an address and prayer leading
to a Service of Holy Communion. The meeting was constituted with prayer.

2 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Mrs Evelyn Graham, Miss Jess Thomson, Miss Janet Stewart,
Messers Douglas Brown, John Curror, Jim Currie, Sam Esler, George Fraser, Alastair
Graham and Fraser Mackintosh

3 SEDERUNT
The Rev A J Cherry, B.A., B.D. and 27 ruling elders.

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, Wednesday, 13" May 2002, having been
previously circulated, were accepted as printed.

5 BUSINESS ARISING

5.1 Robert Dunsmuir

The Moderator said that Robert Dunsmuir had still to find a permanent home in Leeds and
wished to remain a member of the church for the time being.

5.2 Course for Elders and Members on Leading Worship

The Moderator confirmed that Sheilah Steven would present the training course for elders
and church members on Wednesday evenings beginning on 23" October and continuing
weekly up to the 27" November. The meeting agreed that elders from Broom Church would
be made welcome.
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6 CORRESPONDENCE / INTIMATIONS

6.1 Moderator

6.1.1 Church Membership Class

The Moderator said that no class for intending new communicants had been held for some
time and that he proposed holding church membership classes early in 2003.

6.1.2 Covenant Players

Three lady members of the Covenant Players would take part in the church services on the
22" September. The Moderator intimated that he was still looking for offers of
accommodation. Miss Grace Scott volunteered that all three ladies could stay in her home.
6.1.3 Early Worship

The Moderator said that he had found the early service very encouraging. Not only were
new Mums and Dads attending this service but there were quite a number of “older
members” in the congregation. The atmosphere was good. Attendance at the 11.00 a.m.
service was down but, overall, there was possibly an increase in numbers worshiping.

A guestion was raised as to whether there was a lower age limit for children going out to
“Sunday School”. In response it was stated that the criterion for a child attending nursery
was that, if the child was aged less than three, one of the child’s parents needed to be in
attendance. It was suggested that some of the younger children might be encouraged to go to
the area at the front of the Side Chapel where there could be a supply of large jig saws.
Additionally, it might be possible to provide “draw-string bags” containing paper, pens,
puzzles, etc. which could appeal to children of a wide range of ages. These could be used by
children who were not able or willing to leave the church without a parent.

6.1.4 Christmas Evening Service with Netherlee Primary School

The Moderator said that, with the agreement of the Session, children from Netherlee Primary
School would take part in a special evening service on 22™ December. 